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 RECTORôS REPORT 
The Rev. David Henson 

ñThere is one Body and one 
Spirit; there is one hope in 
Godôs call to us; One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all.ò 
 
So begins our service of Ho-
ly Baptism, the sacrament 
through which we enter the 
Church and by which God 
establishes an indissoluble 
bond of love.  
 
And itôs straight out of Paulôs letter to the Ephesians in 
which he exhorts the people of God to live as one, rec-
ognizing the many gifts of individuals that build up the 
body of Christ. He writes, ñWalk in a manner worthy 
of your calling, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, making eve-
ry effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace: there is one Body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who 
is above all and through all and in all. He himself grant-
ed that some are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
and teachers to equip the saints for the work of minis-
try.ò (Ephesians 4).  
 
When I read through this annual 
report, when I look out at our  
parish gathered in worship each 
Sunday, when I pray for our parish-
ioners and our common life, I see, 
hear, and feel so clearly this call 
from St. Paul lived out in so many 
beautiful ways at St. James. I see the 
saints equipped for ministry and equipping others for 
ministry. I see a people walking in a manner worthy of 
our calling. 
 
We have much to celebrate from the past year and we 
have much to look forward to in 2024. We have grown 
in membership and participation this year. We are end-
ing the year with a surplus in our operating budget 
thanks to your generosity and fiscal stewardship of the 
Vestry. We made some much-needed investments in 
our sacred space, repairing the Nave interior, replacing 
aging roofs, and opening up new worship space in the 

Sanctuary Garden Chapel. St. James has raised up new 
ministries like the Fun Force, St. James Players, Crea-
tion Care, St. Josephôs Guild, Common Ground, Yoga, 
the Community Garden, fellowship groups, and more. 
Our parish is seeing the deepening of long-standing 
ministries and the renewal of life into some as well, 
such as a new vision to transform the Candlemas con-
cert for its next chapter for the next generation.   
 
It is such a gift and a blessing to be your rector. God 
has used this parish to renew my own faith. This is the 
symbiotic work of a Church, in which the mutual love 
and genuine affection of our community becomes a 
renewable resource we can all draw upon during chal-
lenges and difficult moments.  
 
And, we have experienced challenges this year, too. We 
spent the summer worshipping in the parish hallðand 
found our parish grew and discovered new energy. We 
weathered two staff situations, the departure of associ-
ate rector Christie Walton and the serious illness of 
our youth and families minister Christoph Herpel. I 
am so extraordinarily grateful to the Vestry and our 
wardens Jan Shefter and Lenore Threlkeld who helped 
us navigate these challenges. We are also blessed with a 
staff that took on extra work and pulled together to 

support one another and the minis-
tries of St. James in the midst of all 
that, as well as the countless people 
who have supported Christoph,  
Joshua, and Jazmine.  
 
When I begin to consider the past 
year, I confess to being a little emo-
tional because I am simply over-
whelmed with gratitude for this  

parish community and the faithfulness exhibited day-in 
and day-out by so many in ways both large and small. 
Which is to say, as 2023 closes and 2024 begins, Iôm 
feeling renewed and energized for the ministry to which 
we have been called.  
 
I pray you are, too. Because none of this is a solo act by 
any one purpose. It takes all of us to live out the shared 
gift of ministry in the name of Christ because there is 
one Body and one Spirit, one hope, one faith, one  
baptism, one God, and one St. James.  

 

ñI see the saints equipped 
for ministry and equipping 
others for ministry. I see a 

people walking in a manner 
worthy of our calling.ò 
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SENOIR WARDENôS REPORT 
Jan Shefter 

 
Over the years I have witnessed many changes at St. James. Our campus and buildings have changed dramatical-
ly. In 1984, the Stillwell Hall was not connected by a cloister to the Narthex and both were smaller. We did not 
have a reception area. There was no wing for meeting rooms such as the Trinity Room nor a nursery/music wing 
where the choir could practice. There was the St. James School for Little Folks which was a half-day preschool. It 
shared space with the Sunday School. My guess is that there were about half the number of ministries that we 
have now. New ministries have begun; some have exceeded expectations; some have continued their vital work; 
and some have met the needs and are no longer needed. However, there was and still is one constantðthe vitality 
of the congregation and the generosity of our parishioners in giving of their time, talents, and treasure. Thank 
you.  
  
In this Annual Report you will have the opportunity to learn about the different ministries which make up St. 
James. I encourage you to actually read about each one. You may find one you did not know even existed. You 
may even find one that peaks your interest and would like to join. The list of our ministries is long and provides 
a way for one to find a place in St. James. When one looks at our calendar of events, it is impressive how full it 
is!  
  
This year we again found many things to celebrate and welcome some changes as Fr. David listed in the Decem-
ber Epistle.  To name just a few:  
 
¶ Thanks to Buildings and Grounds, the Nave was repaired and renovated to return to the wonderful and 

beautiful space where we worship. We had to move into Stillwell Hall in June for the construction to begin 
which challenged us to change our worship schedule.    

¶ We are still growing and welcoming new parishioners. Our Welcoming Committee is an action committee 
dedicated to our vision of Welcome All, Love All, Serve All.  

¶ The Cox House was repaired and provides a space in which new ministries can be created to reach out to the 
community (plus our youth love a space of their own!).    

¶ The Wednesday Work Crew is an invaluable asset to St. James.  Their willingness to repair what needs to be 
repaired and take on almost any project is amazing!  

¶ The Sanctuary Garden Chapel is nearing completion. The Community Garden is ready for Spring!  
¶ New ministries were created:  St. Josephôs Guild, Common Ground, Yoga Wednesdays and ministries fo-
cused on menôs fellowship and for single women to name a few.  

¶ Existing ministries continued in meeting the needs in the community and beyond. The Outreach Commis-
sion is an incubator for new ministries such as Creation Care and the Cuba ministry. The Thrift Shop sup-
ports the needs of the community and of St. James.  

¶ The Finance Committee with the guidance of Matt Henry, Treasurer, presented a much-needed Financial 
Policies & Procedures Manual to the Vestry which was adopted.  

 
There is not enough space for me to thank all nor recognize all.  So, please do read the pages of this report. St. 
James is a healthy and thriving parish. Watching it grow throughout the years and face some real challenges has 
given me faith time and time again in the resilience, creativity and dedication of the parishioners of St. 
James. We really do meet Godôs call to practice our faith in action and worship.  
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